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Opportunity For Useful Community Role 
Cited As Teenage Need By Dr. Deschin 


“That 509 of 600 teenagers inter- 
viewed in a study of teenage clinic 
patients in New York City indicated 
that they did ‘nothing’ in their spare 
time, is a symptom of a serious soci- 
etal problem,” Celia S. Deschin, Ph.D., 
told an audience at the Eastern Re- 
gional Conference of the Child Wel- 
fare League of America, held at the 
Sheraton-Atlantic Hotel in New York 
City, April 20-22. 

“That these young people have an ill- 
defined and not very meaningful status 
along with few opportunities to engage 
in socially useful and meaningful ac- 
tivities .. . may be a reflection of the 
lack of status that adolescents in gen- 
eral have in current American soci- 
ety. Having nothing to do,’ Dr. 
Deschin said, ‘““means essentially to be 
nothing.” 

Dr. Deschin’s speech was based on 
the implications derived from a study 
of 600 young people, aged 12 through 
19, from families with lower middle 
class and lower class status and pre- 
dominately minority group status, in- 
terviewed in New York City’s social 
hygiene clinics. 

“Ways must be found,” she said, ‘“‘to 
help parents, teachers and profession- 
als in the health and welfare fields to 
overcome their apathy in the matter 
of bringing adolescents into the main 
stream of community life. Especially 
important is the need to provide op- 
portunities for adolescents, compara- 
ble to those in the study, to try them- 
selves out in meaningful activities 
that have educational and cultural 
usefulness as well as social signifi- 
eance. These activities need to be 
meaningful and useful both from the 
adolescents’ and adults’ point of 
view.” 

According to Dr. Deschin, this does 
not necessarily mean more recrea- 


tional outlets, actually it may mean 
less. Although recreational outlets 
may be a need in many areas, in 
general, teenagers need little direction 
in this respect from adults, provided 
they have a sense of participation in 
constructive aspects of life around 
them. 

“It is possible that promiscuity may 
be related to the lack of goals and the 
rootlessness that many teenagers in 
the study expressed,” said Dr, Deschin. 
She stressed the need to include 
measures in long range planning that 
will enable teenagers to take their 
places as useful members of society. 

“So far as the role of sex is con- 
cerned,”’ Dr. Deschin said, “‘the impli- 
cations of this study suggest that we 
are in a period of transition as re- 
gards the need for setting clear-cut 
standards of sexual behavior for adol- 
escents.” Experts are not in agree- 

(Continued on page 2) 


ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY 


An Institute under the title, 
The Current Status of Guidance 
and Counseling and the Chang- 
ing World in Which We Live 
will be sponsored by St. Louis 
University, June 12 through 16. 
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Force, ASHA 
Associate Director of Education, 
will participate. She will speak 
on: future levels of living; 
significance of the physical en- 
vironment. Details for registra- 
tion and enrollment may be 
obtained from Sister Mary An- 
selm, C.S.J., Director, Home Eco- 
nomics Education, St. Louis Uni- 
versity, 15 N. Grand Blvd., St. 
Louis 15, Missouri. 


Education Termed 
Key To Freedom 


“Education is the road to genuine 
freedom,” the new U. S. Commissioner 
of Education, Sterling M. McMurrin, 
told reporters at a press conference 
succeeding swearing-in ceremonies, 
April 4, at the nation’s capital. 


Sterling M. McMurrin, new U. S. _—e 
sioner of Education. 


“Our present waste of human re- 
sources must give way to an educa- 
tional program that will fulfill the 
potentialities of every individual and 
achieve the maximum well-being of 
the nation,’’ Commissioner McMurrin 
said. He warned, however, that the 
system must not be “inconsistent with 
the American democratic ideal.” 

Calling the role of our teachers “al- 
most tragic,” the new ‘Commissioner 
said that higher salaries are impera- 
tive if the nation is to achieve the 
necessary “high quality of teaching 
in our schools.” 

Commissioner McMurrin was Aca- 
demic Vice President of the University 
of Utah at the time of his appointment. 
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STATESMANSHIP IN SOCIAL HEALTH 


ASHA’s founders demonstrated both foresight and statesmanship when, 
as early as 1914, they created an international program as an integral part 
of the activities of the Association. Their recognition of international respon- 
sibilities was*the beginning of a’ consistent trend in the history of the Asso- 
ciation, initiated in the°early years through cooperative activities with the 
League of Red Cross Societies and the League of Nations and participation in 
the founding of the International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the 
Treponematoses (the recognized international volun- 
tary agency in its field). 

Today ASHA’s role in international cooperation 
is well-defined. It represents the International Union 
in its consultative status at the United Nations, acts 
as the Union’s Regional Office for the Americas, works 
with national and international. voluntary organiza- 
tions and with leaders:in the field of social health from 
other countries. In this way the Association gains 
knowledge of — and problems abroad in its 
field, shares experiences, discusses program techniques, 
and collects and reports information on trends 
throughout the world which serve as guides to pro- 
gram planning. For example, through its international 
communications come the following information show- 
ing areas of concern which are within the scope of the 
Association’s interest and competence to assist. 


Dr. Bruce Webster 


There is a serious problem of family disruption®in both the developed 
and newly-developing nations which makes ASHA’s goal for family 
preservation a universal one. 


There is recognition that if the venereal diseases are to be successfully 
controlled in any single country, control efforts must be made on an 
international basis. 


Prostitution as a threat to the family and} the individual is of world-wide 
concern, as reported in a recent United Nations study on problems of 
prostitution prevention and control. ° 


These problems offer unlimited opportunities to give service on a world-wide 
basis. 


The Association’s international program is based on the realistic knowl- 
edge that ASHA must give service where the need is greatest and that evalua- 
tion of program cannot be viewed in terms of immediate results. 


ASHA’s early leaders not only fotesaw program opportunities|in their 
decision to extend activities to other lands, but they also recognized the 
great value of the contribution which such a program could make toward 
international understanding. The technique of the voluntary agency, work- 
ing with government, independently but in close cooperation, is a democratic 
process for all to see. Particularly in the area of health, which is essentially 
non-controversial and apolitical, and one in which a common language is 
spoken, a climate conducive to friendship and understending is developed 
which generates forces for world peace. 


A prediction of the future is that the Association’s role of international 


responsibility will increase as the importance of the contribution which inter-* 


national health can make to world peace is further recognized and emphasized. 
The fact that ASHA is prepared to meet these new responsibilities is a tribute 
to the founding fathers, their wide vision and their statesm ship. 

BRUCE WEBSTER, M.D , Chairman 


International Ad visory Committee 


Deschin Report 
(Continued from page 1) 


ment on this problem, she noted, add- 
ing that this appeared to be reflected 
in a lack of clear-cut influence from 
home, school, church vis-a-vis the 
teenagers’ sexual behavior, though 
these ‘institutions were significant so 
far as the teenagers’ social behavior 
was concerned. 

“It is one of the paradoxes of the 
20th century culture in the U. S.,” she 
continued, “that while interest in and 
preoccupation with sex have greatly 
increased, knowledge about sex—its 
meaning and relation to a wholesome 
family life—has not increased appre- 
ciably. On the contrary there are in- 
dications of chaos and confusion de- 
spite the plethora of books, pamphlets 
and magazines as well as reports of 
studies of sex behavior, most of 
which deal with college students.” 

Returning to her major theme, Dr. 
Deschin said that when the impli- 
cations of the study are viewed as a 
whole, it is logical to infer that par- 
ents, schools, organized religion, cul- 
tural agencies, as well as the teen- 
agers themselves, can be utilized in 
ways that have not even been tried. 
“What is needed is confidence in hu- 
man nature to socialize even the sex- 
ual drive, inasmuch as man’s activi- 
ties in group living are learned and 
culturally determined.” 


Scioto Report 


The Scioto County (Ohio) Social 
Hygiene Association draws attention 
to these achievements in 1960, on an 
allocation of $1,940 from the Commu- 
nity Chest: 201 film showings of 46 
different films, reaching almost 22,000 
persons; 7,809 pamphlets distributed 
at the Health Fair, Scioto County 
Fair, in the schools and at PTA meet- 
ings. Two workshops were held; two 
displays arranged; and 4 radio broad- 
casts were conducted. 
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Family Life Conference 
Held In Massachusetts 


Thirty-six experts on various phases 
of family life education participated 
in Massachusetts’ first state-wide Fam- 
ily Life Conference held April 4-6 on 
the campus of the University of Massa- 
chusetts, Amherst. 

The purpose of the Conference was 
to bring together for the first time, 
lay and professional individuals in- 
terested in various aspects of family 
life education and family problems, 
and to offer them opportunities to en- 
large the scope of their knowledge in 
this field and to become better ac- 
quainted with existing and developing 
state resources. 

Following a year of preliminary 
planning, the Conference took place, 
co-sponsored by the Cooperative Ex- 
tension Service of the University of 
Massachusetts and the American So- 
cial Health Association, in cooperation 
with the Massachusetts Congress of 
Parents and Teachers and the Massa- 
chusetts Society for Social Health, 
ASHA’s Boston affiliate. 

Key Conference planners included 
Dr. Joseph D. Burroughs, Extension 
Specialist in Human Relations, Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts, who presided 
over the plenary sessions, and Mrs. 
Rheable Edwards, Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Society for So- 
cial Health. ASHA staff served as 
consultants to the Conference planners 
and the Association contributed to- 
ward Conference expenses. 

In a final session some 50 profes- 
sional leaders in Massachusetts met 
with Dr. Burroughs, Mrs. Edwards and 
members of ASHA’s staff in order to 
consider follow-up steps. The out- 
comes were: 


1. A temporary committee on family 
life education was formed under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. Edwards, 
who was empowered to call meet- 
ings to consider future activities. 


. Agreement was reached on the 
need for a permanent, state-wide 
standing committee on family life 
education and on the need for bet- 
ter coordination and communica- 
tion in family life education. 


. It was agreed that the Family Life 
Education Conference should be 
made an annual event. 

ASHA participants in the confer- 
ence included Mrs. Elizabeth S. Force, 
Associate Director of Education; Dr. 
Edgar C. Cumings, Director, Division 
of Education; and Clayton C. Jones, 
New England Regional Director. 


BROTHEL BYWORD—”COMPANY, 
NOW HISTORY AS “HOUSES” DISAPPEAR: 


By PAUL KINSIE 
“COMPANY, GIRLS!’’—Some years ago these two words could be heard 


in brothels of many cities from Maine to California. 
ploiters advised the inmates that prospective customers were gathering in e° 


the receiving parlor. 


The command to appear met with quick response. 
ten, frequently fifteen scantily clad girls made their appearance. 


That was the way ex- 


Sometimes five, often 
Before 


engaging in immoral bargaining they almost invariably suggested—‘“Let’s have 
something to drink.” Before the ‘‘ccompany”’ had an opportunity to agree, a maid 


managed to see that all present were served. 


Times have changed. Today broth- 
els have been eliminated in most cities. 
In those same communities, some ex- 
ploiters tried to stage a comeback, but 
without success. 

The comparatively few brothels ex- 
isting today have no semblance to 
those of years ago. Inmates, seldom 
more than two, dress in street clothes. 
Madams or other exploiters rarely 
greet prospective customers. The in- 
mates strive to determine whether or 
not a stranger should be admitted. 

Although brothels seem to be the 
least prevalent phase of the current 
prostitution problem in most cities, it 
should not be assumed that the racket 
has been licked. ‘Call girls,”’ many of 
whom previously served in brothels, 
have made their appearance in many 
cities. They operate in conjunction 
with bellboys with whom they share 
their earnings on a 40-60 basis. The 
best hotels in many cities are not ex- 


Ohio Social Health Group 
Reports Achievements 


Four statistical items from the 10- 
year report of the Cincinnati Social 
Hygiene Society follow: 4,931 speak- 
ing engagements —total attendance, 
189,799 persons; 2,042 film showings— 
total attendance, 404,675 persons; 
2,998 hours of personal and family 
counseling; and 230,990 pieces of lit- 
erature distributed. 

Staff members spoke at the meet- 
ings, conducted discussions, and gave 
classroom instruction, as well as pro- 
viding teacher and other professional 
leadership training; film showings in- 
cluded outdoor audiences and persons 
attending the Community Motion Pic- 
ture Theater; counseling was chiefly 
undertaken on referrals from the 
clergy, lawyers and the City’s Juvenile 
Court; literature was distributed at 
exhibits, conferences, college classes 
and in collaboration with the Public 
Library, the City Health Department 
and many of Cincinnati’s social and 
health agencies. 


empt from the illicit activities of bell- 
boys and “call girls.” 

Many of the cheaper hotels in cer- 
tain cities derive the main source of 
their income from “check-ins” for the 
purpose of prostitution. 

All forms of prostitution jeopardize 
the health and moral welfare of com- 
munities, The changing climate of the 
prostitution racket reflects the efforts 
of exploiters to circumvent detection 
and avoid arrest. Rigorous law en- 
forcement on the part of the authori- 
ties, re-enforced by sound public opin- 
ion, however, will eventually reduce 
the prostitution racket to a _ point 
where it will no longer be profitable 
to anyone involved. 


Spring Special 


Preinduction Health and Human 
Relations, edited by Esther Emerson 
Sweeney and Roy E. Dickerson, is now 
available from the American Social 
Health Association at a new low price 


of 50 cents. There is a limited number 
of copies still in stock. 

Excellently edited for classroom use 
or independent reading, Preinduction 
Health and Human Relations stimu- 
lates discussion of the timeless prob- 
lems that confront teen-agers and 
young adults. It includes material 
on mental, physical, social and spir- 
itual health. There are suggested 
classroom activities and provocative 
questions for classroom or group dis- 
cussions at the end of each section. 

Teachers or group leaders in any of 
the disciplines, especially the social 
sciences, will find the book valuable. 
To obtain a copy or copies fill in the 
following order blank and send it to 
American Social Health Association, 
1790 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Please send me copy (copies) 
of Preinduction Health and Human 
Relations. I enclose $ 


Address 
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Regional Committee Adopts Two Projects; 
Western Meeting Held In San Francisco 


Representing five states and nine major western cities, members of ASHA’s Ear West 
Regional Committee at a San Francisco Meeting take time out to give the photographer 


winning smiles. 


The group serves as consultants to Donald A. Clarke (standing), ASHA 


Regional Director, in the development of ASHA program and support. 


To promote awareness of ASHA ser- 
vices to the Armed Forces Disciplin- 
ary Control Boards by attending Board 
meetings and “to forward education 
among adults to help reduce social 
problems in teenage groups” were 


adopted as projects by ASHA’s Far 
West Regional Committee at a meeting 
at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San 
Francisco, California. 


The Far West Regional Committee 
is one of six such committees that 
function in the various ASHA regions. 

The basic functions of the commit- 
tee, Donald A. Clarke, ASHA Regional 
Director, told its members was “to act 
as an informal extension of the na- 
tional Board of Directors, informing 
local communities about ASHA, and 
assisting in securing needed support 
for its services.” The two projects 
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NEW MEXICO STATE 
UNIVERSITY 


Today’s Home — Tomorrow’s 
Destiny will be the theme of 
the Fifth Homemakers College 
scheduled for June 6 through 9 
at New Mexico State University, 
University Park, New Mexico. 
Participants at this four-day 
meeting may choose from a wide 
variety of subjects: nutrition, 
clothing, money management, 
home furnishing, family life, 
etc. Registration and enrollment 
information is available from 
Miss Elsie Cunningham, Chair- 
man Fifth Homemakers College, 
University of New Mexico, Uni- 
versity Park, New Mexico. State 
residents can obtain information 
from any of the State’s County 
' Extension Offices. 


adopted are in line with these guiding 
ideas. 

Fourteen members, representing 
nine cities and five states, attended 


-the meeting: John Beeston, M.D., Los 


Angeles; Robert S. Elliott, Tucson; 
Miss Bessie Falk, Boise; Elder Marion 
D. Hanks, Salt Lake City; Ray B. 
‘Wiser, chairman; Mrs. James Harmon, 
Colonel Edwin N. Howell, Malcolm 
S. M. Watts, M.D., and Mrs. Ray B. 
Wiser of San Francisco; Amby Fred- 
erick, Portland; Bertha S. Mason, M.D., 
and Judge Edwin J. Owen of San Jose; 
the Hon. Robert Y. Thornton, Salem 
(Ore.); and Hugh Wagnon, Pocatello. 
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